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Address by the Ambassador of Italy Gianluigi Benedetti  

on the occasion of the conferment of the 2021 RLM Prize 

Tel Aviv, June 17, 2021 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I am honored to take part in this ceremony, bestowing the Rita 

Levi Montalcini prize on Prof. Gadi Algazi, from the History 

Department at the Tel Aviv University.  

 

It is actually one of the last ceremonies I attend as the Ambassador 

of Italy to Israel, as soon I will be leaving to my new position as the 

Ambassador in Tokyo.  

 

Cooperation in science and technology between our two countries 

has always been close to my heart, and this prize, fostering and 

celebrating it at the senior academic level, has a special place 

among our many activities.  

 

Throughout the twenty years of its existence, our binational 

cooperation agreement on science and technology has taken care 

of joint labs, scientific and industrial projects, bilateral 

conferences, and lately of accelerating several among the best 

Italian start-ups in the Israel innovation ecosystem. 

 

At a certain point, it was clear to us that, in the effort of 

strengthening cooperation between Italy and Israel in all sectors 

of innovation, something was missing. That missing corner stone, 

was the involvement of senior researchers, with their experience 

and competencies. 
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With this in mind, in 2018 we have come up with a dedicated 

instrument, the Rita Levi Montalcini Prize, directed to senior 

scholars, who already have an on-going collaboration with Italian 

counterparts.  

 

Since launching it, together with our Israeli counterpart the 

Council of Higher Education, we have bestowed the prize on 

several senior scholars, both here and in Italy, beginning with 

Israel Prize Laureate Prof. Itamar Procaccia from the Weizmann 

Institute of Science. 

 

We have witnessed with satisfaction how the award gains a 

growing interest in academic circles, as it truly allows a sort of 

constant academic engagement, even if only for a limited period 

of time, with research teams of the other country that allows the 

discovery of new paths for joint work and large scope 

collaborations.  

 

Today, we are bestowing the 2021 Rita Levi Montalcini Prize on 

Prof. Gadi Algazi.  

 

Prof. Algazi is an historian of late medieval and early modern 

Europe, specializing in anthropology and social history. He studied 

in Tel Aviv and Goettingen, and is currently among the editors of 

the journal “Past and Present”, and in the past served as chief 

editor of “History and Memory”.  

 

He had research fellowships in Berlin and Paris and is presently 

the Director of the Tel Aviv Institute of German History.  
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We are convinced that the entire community of students, 

colleagues, and avid readers of Prof. Algazi’s works, both in Israel 

and in Italy, will benefit from the unique opportunity this award 

offers.  

 

I wish Prof. Algazi and his Italian guest Prof. Al Kalak the most 

interesting and beneficial academic experience possible in Italy.  


