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Welcome and opening remarks 

H.E. Ambassador Sergio Barbanti 

Roadshow of the Italian and Israeli Universities,  

26 October 2021 

 

Distinguished Authorities, Dear Professors, dear Participants, dear 

Friends, 

 

as the designated new Ambassador of Italy in Israel, I am both honored 

and proud to officially open today the second edition of the Roadshow 

of the Italian Universities in Israel.  

 

Honored, since I grasp the importance of such an initiative, which 

brings together to the same table - though unfortunately on ‘a digital 

table’- the Universities of our Countries, that is to say the Institutions 

that have in their hands the transmission from generation to 

generation of knowledge critical to the intellectual, civic and economic 

growth of our young people and national communities. 

 

Proud, because I was informed that this initiative, following two years 

of intensive work and collaboration between this Embassy and the 

Israeli Council for Higher Education, has met such an enthusiasm that 

today we have 13 Italian Universities meeting with 24 Israeli 

counterparts and more than 100 scheduled meetings. 

 

We are happy and grateful for the strong collaboration we have 

established with the Council for Higher Education. During a long and 

not easy process, we tried to make this initiative as much pragmatic 

and results-oriented as possible, trying to establish a “sidduch”, the 

Hebrew word to designate a “matchmaking”, between the best Italian 
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Universities and top Israeli Universities, based on straightforward 

personal relationships.  

 

We all know the advantages stemming from a well-planned 

collaboration between our two university systems, based on “students 

and researchers mobility”, “common programs”, and over time “joint 

degrees” and “joint research projects”. I here recall two main possible 

outcomes I deem to be among the most relevant to our relationships. 

 

First, wide-breadth mobility programs pave the way for stronger ties 

between our citizens, civil societies and economies at large, which 

means more and more people in one Country coming to understand 

the viewpoint of the people in the other Country. Our young people 

involved in double degree programs will hold valid titles in both 

Countries and will thus be able to work and research both in Italy and 

Israel, while enjoying facilitated access to labor markets in third 

countries (for instance the EU for Israel, the US for Italy). They will 

form, then, a fundamental ‘reservoir of  human resources’ that over 

time will act as a bridge between our Countries, contributing to joint 

research and development, sharing ideas and research outcomes, or 

triggering innovative entrepreneurial activities. 

 

Second, Israel and Italy are complementary educational and economic 

systems and can learn from each other respective excellences. Two 

examples: Israel might avail itself of the excellent Italian “basic 

research”, while Italy could learn from Israel its “applied research” and 

the “technology transfer model”; the impressive Israeli capacity in 

designing “disruptive technologies”, cyber and digital, may well match 

with the Italian “industrial capacity and manufacturing precision”. It is 

a win-win perspective we must pursue as civil servants and primary 

Institutions of our Countries.  
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We shall work to make our already excellent collaboration more 

efficient and concrete, in the Israeli slang Tach’less, and better fine-

tuned on mutual excellences. Erasmus agreements remained on paper 

should be revived, and many new Erasmus agreements should be 

concluded starting from today. We should also be more acquainted - 

and with more specificity - about respective academic strengths and 

capacities, so to provide more adequate matching between our 

researchers.  

Any cooperation option you pick up from the menu today - be it a 

mobility agreement or research cooperation protocol - will have the 

opportunity to grow under the umbrella of the ‘Industrial and 

Scientific Cooperation Agreement’ signed by Italy and Israel in 2000. 

This Agreement finances every year on average 15 industrial and 

academic projects, 10 scientific seminars, a number of sabbatical 

periods for outstanding scholars and dozens of Italian startups willing 

to spend a period of “acceleration” in Israel. Finally, no less important, 

the research networks and the partnerships you are building today will 

be tomorrow eligible for European and International bids 

 

I thank Dr. Rocco Palma and Alessia Di Consiglio from the Cultural 

Office of this Embassy for their commitment in organizing this event 

and all participants for their active effort to be here today. 

 

I wish you all an interesting and fruitful participation.  

Thank you. 

 
 


