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Magister Artium (Master of Arts) Degree Programme in  
Human Rights and Multi-level Governance (LM-HRG) 
 

 
 

 Degree type and duration 
Master’s Degree, 2 year Master of Arts, 120 ECTS-credits. 

 

 Purpose and Characteristics 

The MA aims to provide students with multidisciplinary education and training in the area of 
human rights studies. It encourages critical thinking, builds evidence-based knowledge, and 
fosters research projects to provide students with the appropriate skills. The goal of the 
programme is to develop the necessary competences to be able to work in complex local 
and international contexts, in accordance with the universal human rights paradigm and 
based on social commitment. The overall MA programme is a contribution to developing a 
universal culture of human rights such as highligthed by Unesco and the United Nations. 

  

 Characteristics 

Disciplines 

Compulsory courses include teaching in the areas of Political Science and International 
Relations (23 ECTS-credits), International and EU Law (18), Sociology and History (18), and 
Economics (12), as well as Languages (12). The interdisciplinary programme is 
complemented by a study trip to the headquarters of international organisations and other 
national and international, governmental and non-governmental, entities working in the field 
of human rights, peace and human security. Specialised training activities, either integrated 
into some of the core-courses or optional, are planned. A 9 credit internship in governmental 
or nongovernmental structures is required. 

A professionalizing Master course 

The MA course aims to developing ad-hoc knowledge and skills to promote and fulfil human 
rights within the broader context of legal and political processes and multi-level policies. The 
MA particularly aims to further knowledge and the students’ capacities to analyse, evaluate 
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and manage the multi-level and transnational dimensions of political, social and economic 
phenomena, with respect to the impact they have at the various levels of governance. 

Orientation 

The course programme is accordingly with a strong policy- and action-oriented approach, 
based on research and critical thinking. The theoretical framework is interdisciplinary, 
intercultural, and critical. Human rights law, multi-level governance framework, and the 
concepts of “human development” and “human security” are the paradigm of reference 
throughout the course. 

Distinctive features 

All courses are taught in English. The MA programme includes topical subjects such as the 
legal framework of international and regional human rights, as well as the relative multi-level 
political processes and institutions, ranging from the global to local dimensions. Special 
attention is paid to civil society actors and movements, and to the non-profit sector. The 
multi-level approach makes it possible to combine international trends analysis and an in-
depth study of local policies. Research and teaching will reflect the transnational and 
transcultural dimensions of human rights studies. The mobility of students, through the 
Padua University Erasmus service and youth programmes (such as the European Voluntary 
Service), is encouraged. The programme provides students with stage/internship 
opportunities with qualified governmental and nongovernmental institutions, in Italy and 
abroad, which are tailored to the students’ interests. 

 

 Education method 

Learning and teaching approaches 

The course promotes active learning, giving responsibility to the student where appropriate. 
Courses are in seminar form, and include special modules with the participation of experts 
and professionals, whenever feasible. In the second year, a large part of student’s work is 
dedicated to thesis research and to the internship. The thesis is written individually under the 
supervision of a member of the MA teaching staff, and will be in English. 

Assessment methods 

Assessment is based on: 1) oral and/or multimedia presentations in class; 2) oral and/or 
written exams; 3) the internship report; 4) paper submissions; 5) the thesis, consisting of an 
academic work of 40,000 to 50,000 words, which will be defended in public before a panel of 
academics that includes the supervisor. 

 

 Programme aims: competences and skills 
- Critical and self-critical skills: ability to formulate a problem, address it with the 

appropriate information and methodology, and work towards a valid conclusion which 
respects cultural diversity and ethical concerns. 

- Concern for quality and ethical commitment: awareness of the standards required for 
scientific research and publication, including critical awareness and intellectual 
honesty. The capacity to apply knowledge, understanding and acquired skills in a 
social and international environment characterised by widespread structural change 
processes. 
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- Interpersonal skills and teamwork: ability to participate in group work and to take the 
leadership in multicultural and international settings. 

- Communication skills: students are trained to communicate the acquired knowledge 
with clarity, expertise, and cultural awareness, both in professional contexts – such as 
international organisations, national and local institutions for human rights, NGOs – 
and informal and community settings. 

- Working autonomously, planning capacity, and time managing: students are provided 
with the learning skills necessary to develop autonomous abilities in planning and 
managing social projects in the field of human rights, democracy, and peace. The 
course aims at nurturing independent thought and research skills. 

 

 Careers 

Employability 

The MA is aimed at training specialised operators for qualified positions in the field of multi-
level governance connected to the implementation of human rights. 

Job positions suitable for MA graduates are, among others: human rights officer in 
international organisations and agencies, in the diplomatic service, and in the local and 
national public sector; officer in ombudsperson and national institutions for human rights 
structures; expert staff in electoral observation and human rights monitoring missions; 
programme and field officer of humanitarian aid, democratic institution-building, and technical 
assistance units; officer of national and international agencies for disarmament and non-
proliferation; expert staff in any governmental or non-governmental structure implementing 
public policies on human rights, equal opportunities, non-discrimination, women's and 
persons with disabilities’ rights; project manager of non-governmental organisations’ 
specialised units; expert staff of intercultural mediation agencies; officer in social and 
consumers’ rights advocacy agencies; expert staff of ethical committees; expert personnel of 
social responsibility units and international relations departments of corporate organisations; 
journalist and expert in the media sector; staff in research and planning structures of trade 
unions, political parties, non-profit organisations.  

MA graduates acquire skills enabling them to plan and manage training, education and 
communication projects in areas such as human rights, peace, intercultural dialogue, non-
discrimination, in accordance with the UN, UNESCO, EU and Council of Europe’s, standards 
and guidelines. 

 

Further studies 

The course provides access to doctoral programmes in Political Science, Law, Sociology. 
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 Aims and contents of the courses 
 
A. Law 
 
International Law of Human Rights and International Humanitarian and Criminal Law 
The aims of the course are: to acquire in-depth knowledge of selected topics in international 
human rights law and the essential notions of international law of armed conflict, with 
particular attention devoted to the interplay between the two; to develop the capacity to 
contextualise the learned concepts with respect to current relevant issues; to learn and 
master the legal notions required to understand and analyse instruments and case-law in the 
field of international criminal law. 

 
European Union Law and Human Rights 
Module A 
The course aims at studying in depth the gradual but ever increasing interest in human rights 
within the EU legal order, due not only to the expected accession to ECHR, but also to the 
fact that, according to Article 6.1 TEU, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union shall have the same legal value as the Treaties. That would entail important 
consequences in terms of direct effectiveness of the Charter’s provisions and their 
relationship with the previous EUCJ’s case-law on the correspondent subject matter. Another 
important aspect the course will focus on is the so-called dialogue between Courts in a 
multilevel perspective of judicial protection of human rights. 

Module B 
The course on Arms and Disarmament aims at providing knowledge and critical assessment 
on: scientific and technological aspects of non-conventional weapons and of the verification 
and control of these weapon systems; developments in the global field of military innovation; 
evolution of international rules and operative mechanisms concerning disarmament, arms 
control and human security in the perspective of sustainable peace. 

 
Human Rights and International Justice 
The aim of the course is to further students’ knowledge and analytical skills with regard to the 
process of the internationalization of human rights from the point of view of the philosophy of 
law and legal theory. The course also aims to provide students the tools to understand 
theoretical and practical matters discussed by legal theorists about human rights and 
international justice. 

 
B. Political Science 
 
International Organisation for Human Rights and Peace 
The aim of the course is to provide students specific knowledge about the structure and the 
functioning of the complex system of the international organisation both intergovernmental 
and non governmental having a direct impact on the promotion and the realisation of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, and the construction of peace. In particular the course 
includes in depth analysis of methods of standard setting (Conventions, Protocols, 
Declarations) and related implementation activities within the universal human rights system 
(United Nations) and the regional European system. 

 
Women's Human Rights 
Aims are: to provide the analytical tools required to understand the most important aspects of 
the debate on the status of women and to analyse trends and policies in support of women's 
human rights, with particular reference to specific issues; to develop knowledge about 
international institutions and policies to promote the rights of women; to increase knowledge 
about issues that characterize the status of women in situations of humanitarian crisis. 
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Human Rights Monitoring and Electoral Observation 
The teaching aims at deepening the knowledge of the procedure/cycle related to the 
preparation, organization, carrying out and assessment of international missions on electoral 
observation and human rights monitoring, as well as getting/developing both theoretical and 
operative expertise which are a basic requirement in order to take part in the 
abovementioned missions with international, governmental and non-governmental 
institutions. 

 
C. Economics 
 
Economics of Human Capital 
This course aims to provide both theoretical and empirical tools to analyze the main features 
of human capital accumulation. In particular, students will have the opportunity to study 
important topics such as educational choices, the labor market for skilled workers, 
educational policies, the impact of human capital accumulation on the economic growth and 
development, with a special focus on less developed countries. 

 
 
Economic institutions and welfare 
Understanding the role of economic institutions (market, government, for-profit and non-profit 
business organizations) in responding to individual and collective needs of the citizens, both 
in a national and international context. Understanding the nature, the causes and the 
consequences of poverty and inequality from an economic viewpoint, with reference to both 
advanced and developing economies. Special attention will be paid to grass-root economic 
initiatives and social entrepreneurship. 

 
D. Social sciences  
 
Social Research Methods 
The course in Social Research Methods is an advanced course in Social Statistics that 
provides a critical introduction to the methods used to collect and process data in the social 
sciences. The course covers data collection problems with particular reference to 
international Official Sources and data processing methods for both textual data (corpora) 
and matrices of data (observations per variables). The students will be involved in practical 
research activities to achieve statistical reasoning and develop problem solving skills. 

 
Culture, Society and Human Rights 
The main goal is to provide the analytic tools needed to examine human rights in a 
sociological perspective, that is as a value complex emerging from particular structural and 
cultural conditions, by means of human agency and specific social processes.  

This can be articulated into various, more specific steps, namely (i) understanding cultural 
change, particularly the way values emerge, prompt commitment on both the individual and 
the collective level, and come to be institutionalized within modern societies; (ii) analysing the 
problems concerning the pluralization of modernity and of the global cultures of human 
rights; and finally (iii) connecting these dimensions to the crucial issue of governance. 

 
E. History 
 
History of International Organisations 
The course aims at offering to the students the tools through which they will be able to 
understand the process that since the aftermath of WWI led some leading international 
actors to set up the organisations whose main goal would the safeguard of international 
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peace and the setting up of a new international order. Through an in depth historical 
analysis, which will take into consideration organisations such as the League of Nations and 
the UNO, without neglecting regional alliances such as NATO and peculiar phenomena such 
as the EC/EU, the students will be able to understand some major international 
transformations which shaped the character of the international arena during the 20th 
century. 

 
 
F. Languages 
 
The Language of Advocacy 
This course intends to lead students to reflect on the language of advocacy and governance 
by gaining linguistic skills to be able to analyse the various strata of meaning. By the end of 
the course, students should be able to explore the rhetorical, evaluative and illocutionary 
aspects of specialised texts, and how they can be effectively used in the discourse practice 
of Human Rights. 

 
Second Language 
Courses of French, Spanish, German, Russian and Italian for foreigners language provide 
students with a sufficient level of proficiency in order to make basic communication possible, 
and to approach effectively specialised texts and literature. 

 

 

 Programme learning outcomes 
The graduate will demonstrate:  

- ability to formulate and refine a major research question, gather the necessary 
information to address it and formulate a conclusion which can be defended in a 
scholarly context; 

- awareness of and commitment to scientific standards in accuracy and breadth of the 
documentation located, utilised and cited in assignments and in the final thesis; 

- ability to participate productively in group work and take the lead on occasion; 

- ability to present written texts and give oral presentations of varied length and 
complexity in his/her own, and another language; 

- ability to illustrate in parallel, the different juridical, political, historical and social 
factors - highlighting analogies, diversities and connections - that impact on the 
protection and promotion of human rights at international, national and local levels, 
and assessing and contributing to actions carried out by institutional and civil society 
actors; 

- capacity to analyse legally binding and soft-law human rights instruments as well as 
policy documents, by interpreting and contextualising them correctly in class, in 
papers, and in the final dissertation; 

- thorough knowledge of the chosen domain of human rights policies, or of a particular 
social or geographic context, acquired from direct personal field experience and/or 
the internship; 

- ability to use ICT in a scholarly way, by applying high standards of textual analysis to 
legal, political, and other archives and datasets; 

- ability to distinguish different registers of scholarly expression and to apply them 
appropriately in summaries, reviews and written and oral assignments as well as in 
the final dissertation; 
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- ability to conduct and complete a medium length research project, incorporating tools 
from related disciplines and addressing a significant problem regarding a human 
rights or multi-level governance issue; 

- ability to use tools from other human, natural or exact sciences, where necessary, to 
tackle a research problem or plan a project; 

- ability to work productively in social contexts, to locate, retrieve and process data, to 
address a research task or a social action, and to take responsibility in organising 
some phases of the work. 

  
 

 Entry requirements 
Prospective students must hold at least a three-year BA degree (180 ECTS) in a field 
associated with the Master’s curriculum, of which at least 20 ECTS-credits are in legal 
studies, 20 in sociology or politics, 20 in interdisciplinary studies, and 10 in foreign 
languages. 

Students must have at least a B1 level of English (according to the European Framework of 
Reference – CEFR) at the time of enrolment. Students will be required to pass a B2 (CEFR) 
test by the end of the 1st year of the course. 

 

 The Curriculum 
The MA in Human Rights and Multi-level Governance is structured over four semesters 
(October-January; March-June). The 1st year courses will start in September 2013; those of 
the 2nd year in September 2014. Exam sessions are held in September, February, and June. 
The graduation sessions are in October, February, and June. 

The Departments involved in core teaching and in supporting students’ research projects are: 
Political Science, Law, and International Studies; Philosophy, Sociology, Pedagogy and 
Applied Psychology; and Economics. 

The MA course is part of the School of Economics and Political Sciences. 

The Course Director is Marco Mascia, professor of International Relations. The Academic 
Coordinator is Paolo De Stefani, professor of International Law of Human Rights. 
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Courses Ects Teachers Semestre 

1st year (2013 on)     

Human Rights and International Justice 6 Costanza Margiotta 2 

International Organisation for Human Rights and Peace 6 Marco Mascia 

Antonio Papisca 

Léonce Bekemans 

1 

Women’s Human Rights 9 Paola Degani 

Human Rights Expert 

1 

International and European Law of Human Rights 

- International law of Human Rights and International 
Humanitarian and Criminal Law 

- European Union Law and Human Rights 

 

12  
Paolo De Stefani 

Paolo Piva 

Alessandro Pascolini 

2 

Economics of Human Capital 6 Thomas Bassetti 2 

History of International Organisations 6 Antonio Varsori 1 

Economic Institutions and Welfare 6 Benedetto Gui 2 

 

Elective courses 

 

12 

(A list of suitable courses 
delivered at Padua 

University is made available 
at the beginning of each 

academic year) 

 
1 and 2 

Sub-Total ECTS-credits 63     

2nd year (2014 on)     

Culture, Society, and Human Rights 6 Andrea Maccarini   

Social Research Methods 6 Arjuna Tuzzi   

Human Rights Monitoring and Electoral Observation 6 Human Rights Expert   

Second language (French, Spanish, German, 
Russian, Italian for foreigners) 

6     

The Language of Advocacy 6 Caroline Clark   

Stage 9     

Dissertation 18     

Sub-Total ECTS-credits 57     

Total ECTS-credits 120     
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 The Institution 
University of Padua 
The University of Padova was established in 1222, and since its inception, the defence of 
free speech and the academic freedom has been a distinctive feature, which lives on in the 
University motto: Universa Universis Patavina Libertas. 

The Botanical Gardens of the University of Padova are one of the oldest in the world and 
have been included in the Unesco World Heritage List since 1997. The historical seat of the 
University, “the Bo”, hosts the first permanent anatomical theatre, built in 1595. Famous 
scholars who have studied or lectured in Padova include Copernicus, Erasmus, Galileo 
Galilei, William Harvey and Torquato Tasso. Further, the first woman ever to receive a 
university degree was Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia in 1678, who graduated from the 
University of Padua. 

Today the University is one of the largest in Italy, with more than 65,000 students and 5,000 
professors, lecturers and other personnel. 

Website: www.unipd.it 

 

The Master’s course is supervised by the Department of Political Science, Law, and 
International Studies, and part of the School of Economics and Political Science. 

Website: www.spgi.unipd.it 

 

The Master’s course is supported by the Human Rights Centre of the University of Padova. 
The Centre was established in 1982 in response of the Padua University to the 
recommendations and guidelines of the United Nations, UNESCO, and the Council of 
Europe on human rights education. The Centre, which is fully integrated into the University’s 
governance, promotes research and training, and cooperates with academic institutions, 
NGOs, and governmental and intergovernmental bodies. It supports the European Master’s 
Programme in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA), whose establishment was 
promoted by the Centre in 1997, and is a member of the Association of Human Rights 
Institutes (AHRI). 

The Human Rights Centre also hosts: 

- the UNESCO Chair in “Human Rights, Democracy and Peace”. The Chair-holder is 
Prof. Antonio Papisca, Emeritus of the University of Padua. 

- The Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “Intercultural Dialogue, Human Rights and 
Multi-level Governance”. 

- The "Peace Human Rights Archives”, supported by the Region of Veneto, is one of 
the most popular web-portals on human rights issues in Italy. 

- The editorial board of “Pace Diritti Umani/Peace Human Rights”, a four-monthly, inter-
disciplinary review, published in English and Italian by Marsilio, Venice. 

- The editorial and research committee of the “Italian Yearbook of Human 
Rights”, published in Italian (by Marsilio, Venice) and English (by Peter Lang, 
Brussels). 

Website: http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it 

 
The Master’s course is in full continuity with previous post-graduate programmes in human 
rights, taught in Italian, that the University of Padua has been delivering since 1988. 
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 Contacts, Information 
 
Human Rights Centre 
Ms Donatella Daniel 
Via Martiri della Libertà, 2 - 35127 PADOVA 
tel: +39 049 827 1811 – fax: +39 049 827 1816 
e-mail: MA.humanrights@unipd.it 
web: http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/en/MA 
 
 
Segreteria Studenti – Foreign Students Office 
Ms Monia Astolfi / Dr Nadia Tamiazzo 
Lungargine del Piovego, 2/3 - 35131 PADOVA 
Tel. +39  049 8276426  -  +39 049 8276390 
Fax +39  049 8276430  -  +39 049 8276434 
e-mail: segstud.titoliesteri@unipd.it 
 
 
 
How to apply 
http://www.unipd.it/en/how-apply-1 
 
Credit Pre-evaluation Form 
from 22 July to 4 October 2013 (by 12 A.M) 
http://www.unipd.it/en/node/401 
 
Before 22 July it is possible to ask for a pre-evaluation of credits to prof. Marco Mascia: 
marco.mascia@unipd.it  
 
Tuition fees, scholarships, tax relief schemes 
http://www.unipd.it/en/tuition-fees-scholarships-tax-relief-schemes 
  
 
 


